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a business. The girls will learn to waltz of the Germans, and 
their mammas to flirt from the French. The boys will all be 
men, and the old men will try to be boys. Then they will have 
all manner of quackery, from a patent pair of loops to hold up 
their breeches, to a patent way of paying off the national debt. 
And they will run after the heels of every quack who comes 
among them, and think he is the devil himself, though he 
has not half the sense of the dirty little devil that I have just dis- 
charged ! And the doctors will quarrel about moonshine, and 
ruin the character of the profession and themselves by telling the 
truth about one another ! But I shall be gone ere then ; — suffi- 
cient for the day is the evil thereof ! " ' pp. 283 — 285. 

This comic narration is accompanied by an engraving from 
an original design, in which the perspective is preserved with 
uncommon accuracy and effect. 

In concluding our notice of this volume, we deem it but just 
to remark, that laying aside the mask of the ostensible author, 
it appears to us to be the production of the leisure moments of 
two or three ripe scholars and practised writers. We think 
that we can recognise in scattered parts, the touches of pens, 
which we have seen engaged in higher employments. The 
book is certainly an interesting and an amusing one, far above 
the ordinary works of its class ; yet we hope the time is not 
far distant, when those among us, who are capable of assisting 
in the great work of building up a national literature, may not 
be compelled to seek for readers through a medium which 
must depend, in a great measure, for its popularity upon the 
arts of publication, and upon the selection of a season to secure 
general circulation. 



Art. XV.— CRITICAL NOTICE. 

1. — Liber Primus, or a First Book of Latin Exercises ; prepar- 
ed for the Use of Schools and Academies. By Joseph Dana, 
A. M. Fifth Edition, corrected and improved. Boston. 
J. H. A. Frost. 12mo. pp. 192. 
2.— The Latin Reader. First Part. From the Fifth German 
Edition. By Frederick Jacobs, Editor of the Greek An- 
thology, the Greek Reader, &c. Boston. Hilliard, Gray, 
Little, and Wilkins. [Stereotype Ed.] 1827. 12mo. pp. 233. 
The first of these little volumes has long been known and gen- 
erally used in New England, as the first.book after the grammar 
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for beginners in the study of Latin. The extensive use of the 
book is the best test of the skill and judgment with which it was 
compiled. The author is an accomplished and well read Latin 
scholar of the old school. He prepared, also, the Latin Tutor, 
an introduction to the making of Latin, which has been in com- 
mon use in our schools. The Liber Primus, by far the best 
book of the kind among us at the time it was published, was nev- 
ertheless susceptible of improvement. Mr Dana's removal from 
New England probably prevented him from giving the work that 
revision and improvement which the present edition has received 
from another hand. 

It was the object of this book to remove the difficulties com- 
plained of in Valpy's Latin Delectus, a classical little work, but 
which advanced too rapidly in the difficulties of construction for 
most beginners to keep pace with it. ' It must ever be a subject 
of deep regret,' says our author, ' that, of the rich and invaluable 
treasures of Roman literature, so little has descended to us ex- 
pressly prepared for the use of children, or particularly adapted to 
lead beginners, by regular and easy steps, to the knowledge of 
the most useful and most interesting of all the languages of anti- 
quity.' 

Although this is an evil, which, from its nature admits of no 
complete remedy, yet much has been done to lessen it ; of which 
the two books before us are evidence. 

The most prominent improvements in this edition of the- Liber 
Primus, are the omission of the translation at the beginning, and 
the transposition of the fables from the end of the book to a place 
preceding the moral sentences, than which they are mueh more 
easy. Boys do not so easily comprehend moral reflections, however 
simple, as is generally supposed. For, if a literal transla- 
tion be made, the point is frequently not perceived, or its appli- 
cation not understood. Fables and narrative pieces are much 
preferable for beginners on this account. The accents and marks 
for pronunciation, necessary in school books, have also been add- 
ed, and various additions and modifications have been made in 
the Dictionary to make it conform in all respects to Adam's Lat- 
in Grammar. This is important. Many inconveniences to the 
teacher, in reconciling contending authorities, are thus avoided. 
Besides, the book is printed on beautiful paper, and with uncom- 
mon accuracy. We have discovered no mistake in it. This lit- 
tle volume comes forward in its new dress and improved condi- 
dition with a very prepossessing appearance, and with new claims 
to attention. 

The Latin Reader, First Part, was prepared from the German 
edition by Mr Bancroft of the ' Round Hill School ; ' who has con- 
ferred a favor on the community, by introducing another excellent 
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and classical book for beginners in the study of Latin. This 
work, having previously passed through two editions, is well 
known to many instructers in this country, as possessing much to 
recommend it. But it has hitherto labored under the disadvan- 
tages incident to the first editions of all books of the kind. Not- 
withstanding the second edition supplied many deficiencies of the 
first, yet there was still room for improvement One great deficien- 
cy in the Dictionary still remained ; we mean the want of most 
of the proper names used in the text. This defect was the more 
felt, as the book is designed for children too young to be incum- 
bered with a « Classical Dictionary,' which every scholar, when 
farther advanced, is supposed to possess. 

« The following are the most important changes which have 
been made in the stereotype edition ; the accents have been used 
in all parts of the work; the emphatic words and sentences, 
which, in the two former editions, were designated by spaces be- 
tween the letters, are now printed in italics, thus rendering them 
more distinct. The form of the Dictionary has been entirely 
altered, and more than fifteen hundred words, principally proper 
names, passive verbs, and participles, have been inserted.' Ad- 
vertisement. 

We are now provided with two excellent books for beginners. 
The Liber Primus furnishes rather the more easy and gradual 
introduction to the study of Latin ; and although composed in 
part of modern Latin, it contains little that is objectionable. 
It is well adapted to very young students, and to such as are not 
very vigorous in their intellectual powers. The Latin Reader is 
superior to the Liber Primus in point of Latinity, and is liable to 
no objection on account of classical purity. But it is somewhat 
more difficult, and better suited to strong and clever boys, and to 
those who commence studying at an advanced age. 

Both these books are now made to conform to Adam's Latin 
Grammar and Dictionary, in the conjugation of the verbs, the 
declension of irregular and defective nouns, marks for quantity, 
&c. The corrections and additions in these respects are nume- 
rous and valuable ; and evince great care and critical exactness 
on the part of Mr F. P. Leverett, under whose supervision we 
understand these books were published. The Second Part of 
Jacobs' Latin Reader has been lately published, and is a judicious 
and useful continuation of the First Part of this work. 



